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pation by 0-8 report. ,
Pive yoars of o state of slege by a ruﬁh&asa donservative re-

gime end, more regsently, the persecution of dlssident Jonservatives
produced a erisls within the Congervative rfarty itself which finally
brought about the end of an intolereble situstion, On June 13 Lieuw
tenant General Gustavo RojJes ©inllle in a swift and bleodless nove
deposed President Laureanc GSmez. This ended the tyranieal control
over the dountry which s wvery small clique had naintalned, s clique
which wea about to continue itself in power by lmposing one of the
wost resotliopary constitutions ever drafted in Latin Awmerica,

Gduen' eontrol of the handpleked Constitutional Assesbly, which
wag to vote on thie conatltutlon, becane doubtful when ex~Irealdent
Marieno Oaping Pépes openly challenged Irealdent Gdmez, Oduez, howw
ever, belisved he haf at least a suall majority and the Agsenbly wee
gchaduled to meet June 15. A ogauvour of the pro-Cacina dslegatec on
the night of the twelfth sbowed, however, thet they ocommanded & ua)oe
rity and it was deolded that Usplna would be elected to preside irie
stead of the Government's candidate, Luls Ignacio Andrsde (H.A.P,.,VI5).
Fagsed with this sltustion Gdmez the following morning called upon fo=
ting=-iresident Rmh@vtg Urdsnota Arbeldes to demand that the Constitue
tional Asseubly be p@étpum@& one month, iHe alsc dewanded the retire=
went of pro-Cepina Chlef of the Armed Forses, Liecutenant Genoral Ro=
- Jas Pinilla, This was to have been punishuent for ltoritures inflicted
on Felipe Iochaverr{a Oldzage by lesser srny officers, This woalthy
Jonseryatlive hoed been detained In the first dsys of June by the Seouw
rity Depsrtment of the Hinlatry of var, oharged with plotiing agsinst

the lives of seversl prominent membere of politieal, miliitary and soe

eiel oireies, Acting-Presldent Urdanets refused the filret request
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‘pwosuse all the delegates to the aasambl?“ﬁ%%h“ﬁi WLy in Bogotd and e

nother poatponement eould not be justified, Also, he rejected the ae-
sond demsnd becsuse he considered 1fdangerous %@}ﬁawuaw the Chief of
the Armed Porges without d@m invemtigaﬁ&gn end wilitary procedure,

#th regard to the lshavarrfa case, the Minlster of ¥War at that tiume,
Luelo Pabén Mifes, in a opeech uade June 24 as Mpleter of Govermment
of the new regime stated that on June 5 he had heen sunmoned by 3dmaz
to his house snd been rsqueated to free Sehavarrfs, to which he replied
he had no asuthority to interveme in an investigation which was 2lresdy
underwayi thet on subsequent days ho had been appromched first by Tdl-
tor of El i
varo &émﬁa‘ﬁ&r%ﬁﬁﬁ, both aons of Praai&&nﬁ-&émaa, to denmand the pue-

1g, Snrique Gdues Hurtado, and afterwerds by Jenator Ale

nishzent of the army officers who hed tortured Zchavarrfs, He seld
he had told the Gfuwez song thai such Interventlon as ¥inlster of War
would be interpreted as an officlal attempt to aton the lnvestigation,
since 1t was rumored that persons very clese to the fGevernuent were in; 
volved in the Tohavarrfe affair; and that he had taken this stand with
the full baoking of acting-Tresldent Urxdanetas.

gonfronted with Urdaneta's refusal, G6uez decided oun the apot to
resssune the Tresidency from whieh he had been technloeally on leave afﬂ
sbaence for 19 months, Izmsdlately he called a fabinst neeting to
whioh he snnouncaed the step he had taken end his deolgion to fire the
Ohief of the Armed Forges at onee, ‘then Pabdn Wifez repestedly re-
fused to carry out the order bsgsuse he feared the reaction of the
arued foreves to such mn irrational punishpment of their ohiefl, Rojas
rinille, whonr he believed to be irmosent, kmowing that the Jeneral had
himself ordered an investigation of the zistreatment of Zohavarria,
Gfmes relterated his demand and finelly firved rebdn Hiflez. He ap=
pointed Minister of rPubllc Yorks, Jorge lLeyva, to take over the
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duties of Hinlater of ¥War, the first of which was to arpolint Lleutsnant

general Adgulec Geitén Chief of the Armed Torees, Whem Leyva arrived st
tﬁw barracke of the ﬁataii&nfgﬁgigg outskirts of Bogotéd to be duly reé=-
*ﬁﬁﬂiﬂﬁa a8 the new Minisoter of War, he was arreasted by the gusrd,

In the meantime an srmy plane had been sent to Nelgar, Tollmws
where ﬁﬁﬁﬁt@&'ﬁmﬁﬁﬂ rinilis was vaeatlonlng to heing hiﬁ to Nogetd,
Informed of the agtion taken sgainst him, the Genorasl flew back end went
immediately to the Bataldn Caldas, Thore he met with high ranking offi-
sers and decided to order all foroes in Hegotd to report to thelr units
and sasune & gtmgavmf resdiness, and to inform all military unite in the
eountry that he hed ssgumed command of the Adrmy, Alr Foree and Navy.
At B35 p.m., while tanks vere surrounding lLaursanc #8nmez' house ard the
Preaidentisl Talase, Rojas inllle notified admer that ho had assumed the
presidensy of the Republis in the name of the arued forees, He orouised
Gémes and his faoily ell gusrantees and seld that they wore free to leave
the sountry for ithe destination of thelr choslng, zmm@ﬁi&taly T ialaw
phoned Urdaneta »f his decision. At 2310 pyoe, acoonpanied by o numerous
group of high ranking officers he entered the Iresidentlal Pelace where
he wes wet by vrominent pro-Caplne and pro-ilzate ponservatives, He then
polled the Conpervative Hatlonel Mregtory and Usplna ~&pez to the ralace
A%t the sexe time 1n most of the state eapitals Milltary Arves Chlefls were
taking over the governorships, At 10:80 p.m. the a¥Meis) radins station
announced to a surorised country that s new Fresident wans in offios,

iaser on that evening Genoral Rnjes “inillae sddressed the gountey
stating that he overthrew (dmes becsuse of the *morally serdious” altuse
tiom oprsated by hils unconstitutionsl polisles, and celled for®no more
bloodghet, no more violense in the name of & perty, ne more strife be=
tween Oolomblans”, He also pronised “clean electione” ond that he would
give the nation "genuinely demooratle systonms, 1@@1@&&%1?& rulers and
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Judges which the Colowblan people wigh to chose in osuplete lLiberty”,
The following day Ceneral Rojas issued a statenent ewplaining his aa-
tions in whioh 1t 18 deloared that he hed first asied ‘resldent Urda-
netsa to reassume his offige, “hen Urdansta refused to do so witioud
previsus fornal resignation from Gémes, only then, ths Goneral said,
had he ragoued the ocountry from anarchy and oheos,

Afver prolonged discussion with Conserwative leaders, an allw
gonservative Cabinet composad of ten civillans and theree arny nen was
nede publie in splte of the fact that early bulletins over the natloe
nal radio had announced that the new President would neme some Llberals,
Apay offlslels were aprolnted to the Hinisiries of ar, Comsuniostions
snd Agriculture. The civilians included several men knowvn o be nodew
rates, sush recosnized pro-Cspine men as Tverdots Sourdfe {Hea,0,,VI3
%), to Forelgn Relations, Antonlo Uscobar Uawargo, to Justige, /lfredo
Rivera Valderrane, to Develomment, anvel “usquers Farods (H.5,0, ,VI3
5)s to Pduemtion, hfurello Caydedo Ayerbe, to lLaber snd Braulle Henso
Maﬁi&, to Health., The other nen were studlously chesen frou acong
those sssocinted in the pablic =ind with 3d-e3' extrenist policiesw
men who in their own right were powerful in thelr home depariments:
Lueic Babdn ﬂﬁﬁaz, to Goyermment, Tedre HNel Rueda Uribe, to Mines and
Fetroleun, end Zontiago Trujillo Gdmez, to ~ublio forks, The only one
who 414 not aseept wes Antonlo Alvarez Restreps, able and nonepoliti-
eal Minlster of Pinence for the lest three yoors, who fell it wep o=
gainst his prineiples to change loyalties beosuse of polltical sxpe-

- diengy. A Cabinel so oonstituted and the support glven to the new re-
@imﬁ by Capina, Urdaneta and cther high ranking Conservatives gave the
goup the unuaual appearsnss of a repudlstion of 3fuez by hie own party.
The coup was certalnly net the usual rising of one party agalnst anothe

sinse the ILiberals in no way partlelpated in i%.
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The new govermment of Rojas I'inilla wes .onthuslestlonlly and mymmath$~

tically by almost all of the gountry, notwlthstanding that it was the
Tirst time 1n alwost a htdred years thet the arsy had struck., Thie
nonwpolitical treditlion of the army had been cherished by all UOslozblans
ard the two ualn papties had rallled to this tradition after the Bogota=
20 of 1948 in order to srevent the formation of e nilitary Junte, the so-
lutlon provosed by Gdmez at that time, fThe complasency of the people in
the fage of the coup may he explzined by the faet that they didnot feel
that the inlquity, tyrany and orueliy of the reglze which had brought
the country aluost to the verge of chaos wonstituted a legal government,
Furtherwore, they felt that the arsy's sgtion stopped the establishuent
ef & personsl dlotatorship which Gdmes’ ¢lique hopsd to effest through
sonstitutional "reforn” giving unlivited and unrestrained pover over a
Faazat~1ik& envpar&te ata&e. Thils fast alone would have gained the syne
pathy of the opposition for th@‘a@uy. But the first aéérﬁa& wade to tha
gountry by General Rojlas Pinille with ite encouraging ﬁ?&éi&%ﬁ wag an sde
ded fagtor, It raaei?ma the endorsezent of the Libersl leaders snd gave
hope to the m&tiaﬁ.aa 6 whole ol recoverlng slngcere and aomplete peage
and the vﬁesﬁahllshm@nt of republican institutions,

The new Presidnet lnstalled tha Congtitutional aa&xb&y on Junﬁ A5
as scheduled, Alcogt unhnixcualy y Ospine wes slooted to preside over
1%, thus rewcuerging as the clvillsn hesd »f the Conservative ‘arty, The
Amsenbly formallzed the status of Rojes rinills by declaring the offloe
of the President veeant sinoe June 13 and eleating him to somplete Gdmen’
torm which expires August 7 of next year, Before recessing for e ceriod
of sixty days o formulate & new projlect of &manﬁmanzﬁ 1o the Jonstitue-
tion, the Assewbly decreed that in the event that the Government felt dom
ditlions were not uroper to condust :residential eleotions next year, the
Agaenbly should be conveked to eleot the sresident for the next tern,
This legdnitietPoAHIovetiFShReltasd (DM-RDP33:00423RE0080A540002:9 n-
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tained when they charged ihat Gdmes intenied to use auﬁh a procedurg &=
gainat Ceplns to circumverd popular suffrage. |

The endorgement of Rejas Iinilla by the Shureh was made publie
when Orisanto Oapdinsl Lague, Archbishop “rimste of Colomble, ordersd
that the General’s suthority berecognized as the 1@@&1 ruler, This
stand was taen only when a gomnittee of Mywy@ra w’}!a& mgga%mr by th@
gapdinal, after orolonged dipcusaion, declded that the andorsenent of
the Gemsral by the Constitutional Asseubly was w’f‘i‘mimf o2 oclear the
gonstitutionsl lasus, mf%gﬁgcagﬂitim @1‘?@"& the new regime by
nRny rw&igﬁ governments, cuomg then the United wmmﬂg, indioated that
the ﬁh&ﬁ@ﬁ? was w&*iz, received internationally. | _

EM=Preaidont @émez sccompanied by his wi% m{;ﬁ hip two sons, Alva-
ro and Snrique who had a&.am bean deteined, h}ft— 'i;iw spuntry on June 17
for New York where they pazoined at the and m? a;m sonth, (nly & hande-
ful of mm%mm%i, tepily friends werae % ‘%.%m aﬁrm&ﬂ to nee him off,
ammm 5 h%a ﬁammwe had been gxxﬁwiwmy omwumm. |

The pﬁﬁ&lﬁ*ztg of the mew goverrnnent %a avmmaeﬂ by meny public
demonstrations 1noluding those by students and by women's orgenigations
in Bogotd, Thess have followed certaln aaﬁam’sﬁ and hopeful actions
of the regime to materisllgze the nronises made By the Treasident, Com=
plete axnesty has besn granted to the guerrilleas, who hsma alroady bee
gun to give theuselves up o military sommanders In mnamm, Tolinme
and Santander. Tessures have bsen taken to return rolitice)l refugees
to their farme beglnning with those from Yasopf, Lo Palna and the Lla=
nos, National and local nolice have been integrated and placed under
the contrcl of the armed forees. Thelr new wilitery eoamanders have
tssued end enforeed strlet regulatlons camémimg their disclipline
and the fulfililment of th&if Auties without politieal biss, The o=

tional “refect of Jecurlity S~ez avpointed Enrique Vergas Orjuels,
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along with many of the s@iret pollos ohawvged with crimes and political
persecution, were impplecied tho sawe dsy of the eoup snd investiga-
tions were Lumediately Initiated into thelr past motivities, 4lso,
there hae been sone eacing of the censorship of the press. For ine
stance, the conplete allented enforced esncerning ihe investigstiom of
the assaeslinatlion in 1951 of the Chilef of the/ i@ﬁzzgﬁfﬁamwsl, Alonso

Jarszillo Sanchex, hes been 1ifted, As a result oharges of extrene

gravity &ﬁﬁinﬂﬁ Inrique Vargas Orjuela end the secret pollee have
aaused the reopsning of the lnvestigation of a erime which beceuse of
its oircumstances, the ilmportance of the victin and its grave 1zplica-
tiona hed csused such gpews national concern untll censorship had supw
pressed all discussion of it,

Rojas rinilla's populerity hos further increesed with his repea=-
ted inslstenge that the aruy noveument cen not bs capiialined on by one
fastion, but only by the nation as & whole, In this way the ‘resident
has &&ﬁi@ﬁ,atﬁ&@M$ﬁtﬁ by Conservative politiclsons attenpting to convey
the 1dea that there has been no ghange in the Jonmervetive regize, only
& shift in personmalities, Some Conservaiive newsprpers have ncde frane
tis pleas for party unity to selvage the continuity of the Conservative
regize and heve nitempted to revive fear of Libersl ascendaney. The
faot thet these partlisan views have not galned ground has increased
hopes thet this 1s not Juast another millitary Junta, bul that the srmy
will live up to the responeibility 1t asoumed of regaining Justice and
froedon for all and restoring the country to ke demceretloc ﬁraﬁitiﬁn.
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The Liberal newepapsr IT1 Ilemno on June 14 renched its thiz-tyé-
fifth yesr of publleation. On the opoaslon of 1t fifteen thousandth
edition, its owner, Iduardo Santoas, and the =2ditor, Robarto darcia
refia, reseived coplous plebiscites of pralse for 1ts outsinading de-
fense of freedom and Jjustice and the democeratle ldeals,

om Jume 27 Dy, ¥ilton Tisenhower arrived at Bogotd on his goode
will tour throush Jouth Amerisa, He was heartily recelved, s Piret
words were of praise for the folombian unlite flghting in Korea. I
W urged Dr, ZTisenhower to heep Protestant onstors sut of Colombls,
Me was also given a letter slgned by 300 Homan gathollas afitiaﬁ;aing
what they termed antieColombian propegands In some United Jtaten roli-
glous organs,

The 'nw governzent ammoungsd 1ts intention of followling the same
ssonomlc polieies of encoursging forelgn investnent foP sconcule dove-
iopment, montloning suecifically the petroleun Industry. fﬁ"%&m’“" Bt
bility end a balanged budget wers two other goals nentionesd, ;

~The United States-Colomblan counercial treaty was wi *’&»MI‘%m fron
considerstion by the United Siates Jenate, by the f"‘*ﬁ‘iﬁmimm‘ﬂ}z’m "
after zmvims mmmultmim with Colonbls, pending the «:sutaom%‘ of" the

@anstitutionsl refornm,
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